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Church was distracted by the Nestorian and Mono-
physite sects, Mohamed with the sword in one hand,
and the Koran in the other, erected his throne on the
ruins of Christianity and of Rome. The genius of the
Arabian Prophet, the manners of his nation, and the
spirit of his religion, involve the causes of the decline
and fall of the Eastern Empire ; and our eyes are
curiously intent on one of the most memorable
revolutions which have impressed a new and lasting
character on the nations of the globe "6 ; and by
Schlegel: " Compared with Roman degeneracy, with
the corruption of the Byzantine Court, with the
Assyrian effeminacy, and the immorality of the great
Asiatic cities, this tribe-character of the Arabians, as
preserved in its purity during their ancient freedom,
appears undoubtedly to be of a less corrupt, more
moral, and more generous nature. Doubtless the
Arabs possessed, in the first ages of their history, a
great moral energy of will and strength of character
and even in the period of their decline these qualities
are still perceptible."7
While the Arabian peninsula was animated with
this new and vigorous life, the two powers dominating
the ancient world, and bordering the extremities of the
peninsula, i.e., the Persian and Roman Empires, were
passing through a stage of social and political decay.
In Persia despotic rule overwhelmed all classes of
society, and suppressed all liberties ; this despotic rule
itself was tottering over a volcano of intrigues, cons-
piracies and ambitions. The military zeal of the
Persians which formerly pushed their arms to the
farthest confines of Asia Minor had since long sub-
sided, and was absorbed by peaceful and luxurious life;
the powerful authority of the throne waned and was
unable to master the distant provinces.; anarchy reign-
ed everywhere, and tyranny raised indignation among
all dasses of society. The Roman Empire had grown
old; the barbarian tribes conquered its, western por-